The Executive Board (EB) of the Scandinavian Journal of Public Health (SJPH) is composed of ordinary and deputy representatives of the Societies of Public Health or Social Medicine from five Nordic countries, i.e. Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, which concomitantly are the owners of the SJPH. The EB constitutes the Nordic Society of Public Health whose only duty actually is to secure that the opinions and wishes of the owners are taken into account in the editorial work of the journal. This process has always run smoothly. The EB takes strategical decisions but the practical editorial work on a day to day basis is taken care of by the Chief Editor (CE) and the coeditors. The Nordic Society has no economy of its own and the practical matters are handled by a host organization which from the year 2015 has been the Norwegian Public Health Association (NOPHA).
When I was elected chair of the EB I had no idea about the length of this engagement. Much has happened during the time period I have been a member of the EB. By now, I have worked with five CEs, the journal has changed name, the publisher has changed once and the annual number of published issues has increased from six to eight. The impact factor has been moving upwards, thanks to the enduring work of our CEs and editorial teams. In recent years, the whole field of scientific publishing has been and still is in turbulence and more and more journals are given out only electronically. Concurrently, I am happy with the situation of SJPH which still is printed and distributed in paper copies but all products can also be bought in a purely digital format.
In spite of the changes mentioned above and additionally changes of members of the EB and editorial teams and host organization of the journal it has been surprisingly easy to keep up the read thread of the work of the journal. SJPH publishes research on the relation of the society and health or its determinants but many of the studies are theoretically inspired by and emanating from the Nordic Welfare model. Here, I feel that there is a strong consensus among the individual members' societies represented in the EB.
I am now at the end of my fourth period as chair of the EB and, hence, planning to step down this year and hand the work over to a successor. The work has been very interesting, sometimes fascinating and I am very grateful for the trust I have become part of.
The present situation of SJPH is in many ways satisfying. The economy is stable, i.e. the income from royalties is sufficient to cover the expenses the owners have to take care of in order to keep the journal running. The present host organization is a stable and trusted Nordic actor within the field of public health. Hence, I am leaving the journal in the hands of my successor with a light heart. My special and deepest thanks go to Professor emeritus Ingvar Karlberg, CE in the years 2012-2016, for a great contribution. Ingvar Karlberg was able to accept the engagement as CE on a short notice and has among other things in collaboration with the publisher SAGE made the whole editorial process run smoother and helped in identifying possibilities for cost savings. In this context I also with gratitude want to recollect the previous CEs I have had the privilege to work with, i.e. Professor emeritus Lars-Olov Bygren, Professor emeritus Stig Wall, and Director emeritus Finn Kamper-Jørgensen. Concomitantly I want to direct a collective word of thanks to all the persons with whom I have had the pleasure to collaborate with during my work in the SJPH.
Finally, on behalf of myself and the EB I would like to wish the new CE, Professor Terje Andreas Eikemo from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Trondheim, Norway, a warm welcome. I wish you all the best in your work and hope that you are heading towards many fruitful and inspiring years of scientific publishing.
